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heir apparent, afterwards Tsar Nicholas II, and present him
with the Order of the Black Eagle. I have described the
instructions given me by my grandfather and Prince Bismarck
in my former book,* I left Berlin on May 15th, accompanied
by General Count Waldersee, as well as by Court
Chamberlain von Liebenau and my personal A.D.C.s,
Major von Krosigk and Captain von Billow. A.t
Wirbailen, on the frontier, I was received by a squadron of
dragoons, constituting my guard of honour, and by Count
LamstlorlT, Major-(!enenil <t la suite, who looked after me and
my staff in the friendliest fashion. At Gal china our
Ambassador, Lioutouant-General von Sehweinitz, and Count
Herbert Bismarck, then Chief Councillor at the St. Petersburg
Embassy, joined the train, together with Lieutenant-General
von Werder, then attached to the Tsar's person. They
informed me about the. Imperial family and the forthcoming
festivities. I arrived at St. Petersburg at mid-day on May 17th.
There was the usual reception at the station : all the Grand
Dukes were there, and the Grand Duke Vladimir bade me
welcome in the Tsar's name, He conducted me in rainy,
sloppy weather to the Winter Palace, where 1 was received
by their Majesties, 1 took the opportunity to transmit
my grandfather's letter to the Tsar.

By a delicate attention on the part of the Tsar I was lodged
during rny stay in quarters directly under those occupied by
my grandfather when in St. Petersburg. The windows looked
out on to the great square in front of the Palace, taking in the
Admiralty and a portion of the Nevski A high fence protected
the garden, which had been laid out in the square by
Alexander III, and the Imperial family could walk there
undisturbed by the gaze of the curious. The rooms, mostly
furnished in tins taste of the 'thirties, were comfortable, but
excessively hot; the windows were still closed up from winter,
and only a tiny pane could be opened, I was admirably
looked after by an old Danish servant of the Tsaritsa, who
spoke both German and Russian. The food was excellent,
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